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“A gem of a collection—and a4 tribute to a thinker who deserves far wider

recogmtion. Mo Vo Nadkarni stands in the lincage of India’s great integrative
mul{()nll\lx like Radhakamal Mukerjee and J.C. Kumarappa. His work rcprc
sents the future of cconomics many of s hope for; more grounded in lived
realitics, more attuned to ccological limits, more politically critical, and more

spiritually cxpansive, At a time when religion s so often instrumentalised for
power, Professor Nadkarni reclaims its cthical

in the spirit of Kumarappa, he articul
permanence’

and healing dimensions. Following
ates his own vision of an ‘economy of
anchored in the possibility of prosperity without growth at any
cost. This volume is the finest gateway to his thought—indispensable for anyone

al sciences while holding fast to the ideals of justice,
sustainability, and human dignity,”

secking to decolonise the soci

Dr. Julien Frangois Gerber, International Institute of Social Studies,

The Hague

“Our world is i a polycrisis that req

uires new visions and practices of well-
being, creativity and transformations.

Quest for Planetary Well-Being helps us
in this epochal journey. It cngages with the works of MV Nadkarni, a deep
transdisciplinary thinker and practitioner of economics, literature and philosophy,
and the wider challenges of our contemporary human condition. The book
directly addresses what the founders of The Club of Rome referred to as the
‘human problematique’: the survival of humans on earth. It also resonates with

our Earth for All (2022) report and is an outstanding contribution to thoughtful,

transformative action! A must-read for all those who are concerned about the

present and future of Humanity and Planet Earth.”

—Dr. Paul Shrivastava, Co-President, The Club of Rome

“Today, when the world is burdened by so many problems that threaten actually
cach and every person on the Earth, a ‘quest for planctary well-being’ may be
especially timely. The contributors to the volume discuss different aspects of the
problem of well-being and thus give the reader a hope that our world can once
become a better place for life than it is now,”

—Dmitri

M. Bondarenko, Instizuze of Oriental Studies of the Russian
Academy of Sciences, Moscow
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FOREWORD: BUILDING ENLIGHTENMENT
BrRiDGES

Scholars are way-finders charting pathways for others to follow. For some,
their map-making focuses on a local patch of epistemic territory whilst for
others they offer grand vistas of planetary possibility. We need both, of
course, and things get very exciting when courageous editors bring such
scholars into a collaboration such as this book. In this rich and diverse
text. Ananta Kumar Giri and R_ S, Deshpande have curated a remarkable
collection of essays. The centre of gravity for the book is the work of the
interdisciplinary visionary economist M. V. Nadkarni. Many essays pay
tribute to this thinker’s life and work. But the essays go beyond this to
explore issues pertaining to the ‘good life’ and ‘planetary well-being’.

Giri captures this expansiveness well in his chapter on the ‘Goodlife
and Evolutionary Flourishing’ where he notes that:

Our journey with Good Lives needs to now make Enlightenment
Bridges with Nature and the Divine. Nurturing a good life, there-
fore, needs simultaneous engagement with Good, Rights, Rites, Divine /
Transcendence, and Nature.

The metaphor of the Enlightenment Bridge ably captures the spirit
of these essays and their collation into this book. The essays a diverse
and singly, act as points on the map, but together add a third depth
dimension. They generate a synergy of thinking, probing, dreaming, and
analysing that brings the reader, who invests their time and energy in
engaging with this rich bridge building, into a new world of possibilities.



l LTGHTENMENT BRIDGES
\1 ORFWORD BUTEDING ENTIGHTEN

eminded here of the democratisation ohhmking tl;(,n Q[_ )
o el in v the past century or so. In this work, We are g
h\\.\. cngaged ”.KIO‘\QUI know this is a grand claim. Howcver, if we take
IRiTEd to PC ll\\]ﬂ‘\.[u()()k and place them side by 51‘dc, We can see thy,
examples ho]mtﬁ'n‘“cwmdcd consciousness comes from the cnmumFr
ih\c p\(jwmll‘}h t(l)llln‘\tl‘ﬂ To illustrate this, pl.1cc.the chapter by ,-()n 7
bm\m; \xi :ﬁldt’ that from Minati Pradhan, and triangulate both‘ \\vlth the
\t\l?(i)tlt;l:tgllEr\cﬂection on Nadka_mi's Pm'ism'a-leztlz):lfgzlmm (PSN)) ¢
Man Bahadur Khattri. Here a site such a Nepal bec

b[‘
5
b o ' attrr's
prc‘dicamc‘nts, we all face across the planet. Khattr

focus on the INner
vork we are all called to engage with as emergent rishis allows him tg
W are ¢ -
note that:

Irw ()rld

rom
es also a map

The PSN advocates for people, environmentally fri‘endl,\' tcchn}ology’
and the mother earth, which must be p!aced at the LCHUC'. _ngr[c\-c[
spirituality, which deeply thinks and acts for the futqre genelratlon..

In this, he echoes Giri’s focus on the ‘Good, nghts, R“?S’ Div
Transcendence, and Nature.” The power of the delivery of N
message in Sanskrit cannot be underestimated. The

the PNS enables language to serye consciousness transformatiop, Thus,
language and literature accompany us in this journey as Pradhaq notes:
Literature has 3 unique ability to shape minds, evoke emotions, ang
Inspire actions, Literary works are more than just a means of dmusement
Or artistic expression; they have the profound power to alter attitudes,

raise concerns aboyt conventions and shed light on injustices.
The mantric natyre of liter, ‘

is linked to the rishi-|j
encounters w

ine /
adkanj’s
mantric quality of

ith thinkers an the
that ‘bridge’ again, are Important, [t ig
Pradhan and amplified through syc
this text. Solyi, looking to language also
notes,

and by inference, the mantric,

The problem of languag
Nguage and of how i
every word w

¢—of the questiop of what constitutes divipe
at all, i differs from humap langy.

ithin the revelyg ial complicatiop,
S0, our potential “inney pighe '
doing~—throug

1S text pay tribyte
- As bridge builders, 1 this
N absolyte sense

Ing alongside the ever so



FOREWORD BUILDING FNTIGHTENMENT BRIDGES  vil

human relatvit found inour day to day encounters with the world. In
this context, Shrt Aurobindo (2004, p. 103) notes that:

A Risht is onc who sees or discovers an inner truth and puts it into
ol effective language—the mantra, '

Our mantras are for living in this world, cultivating thinking and doing
that fosters Planetary Well-Being, as formed through encounter. The
setion orientation of mantra here must be acknowledged. The agonal
struggles and the rapturous moments of elation collide. This text abounds
in both the rapturous and the pragmatic. I think Professor Nadkani would
approve of the balance.

In fact, Nadkani himself takes the mantric nature of communicating
and bridge building seriously, by choosing to write in the powerful
Sanskrit language his own shruti for planetary wellbeing, pointing to
piveka~discrimination as foundational. Our lives, when lived with open
hearts and open minds, are an ongoing process of viveka formation. Our
ability to discriminate and discern is fostered by encounter and ethical
engagement.

[ am grateful to the editors for their work on this text. It is rich and
moving. Read these essays slowly, carefully and allow the intersections,
the overlays and resonances to work on you in fostering deeper insights
and that sense of ‘inner truth’. In doing so, our ‘inner rishi’ may arise
invigorated and, perhaps, humming a sweet melody. As Nadkani (2017,
p. Shloka 6) states:

Pathyaapathyn-vimarshena
Palaniyakshitivdrutam,
Lokakshemayakartavya
Vivekenaiva yojana.!

Marcus Bussey
University of Sunshine Coast
Sippy Downs, QLD, Australia

} i . .
Deliberating on what is truly good and what 1s bad, the carth has to be protected
promptly, for the welfare of all by planning very wisely.
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PREFACE

We must fill the immense lacunae we have made,
Re-wed the closed infinity’s lonely consonant
With the open vowels of Infinity,
A hyphen must connect Matter and Mind [..]
Sri Aurobindo (2021), Savitri: A Legend and A Symbol, p. 136.

The mundane world is not meaningless, but an opportunity for
humans to uplift own self along with the world too.

MV Nadkarni (2022), Samajika Niti-Kavya Gucchah: A Bogquer of
Verses on Social Ethics, p. 258.

[..] the idea of rights and interests prompts us to consider an ethical
conception of life more pluralist in reach than the ones on offer in much
of the literature on welfare economics. It is such a pluralist conception of
person’s good that I shall call her well-being.

Partha Dasgupta (1998), An Inquiry into Well-Being and Destitution,
p. 8.

Life is a journey of meetings, inspirations, and cultivating a conjoint
purpose of life together. For us, meeting and being with Professor MV
Nadkarni has been a significant moment in our lives. One of us, R. S.
Deshpande, studied with Nadkarni and worked with him at Institute of
Social and Economic Change (ISEC), Bangalore as a fellow secker and
co-traveller. Ananta met with Professor Nadkarni at a later stage and was
deeply touched by his radiant being, his care, generosity and his depth
and breadth of thinking and explorations with and beyond economics.

X



T T 41 T ————————————————

\ PREFACH

an inspiration to cultivate this book as a
an in

oy : rateful to Divin

garland to present to Professor Nadkarni, “nddw-i ;l:wgwnvcn to Presc;
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We are grateful to you all friends who havef]Olrtl}:’.Sir contributli()n a?é
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Palgrave Macmillan for their help. We t.han.k Pro es; Cojnurmrin Ou,
Director of MIDS, who supported this dialogue DYy g our

hybrid workshop on this book in May 2024. e _
Finally, we hope that this book invites us to walk and meditate with

the creative ouvre and life of MV Nadkarni, and cultivate new visions and
pathways of well-being in self, society, culture, world, and the cosmos.

Around October 2019, we felt

Chennai, India Ananta Kumar Giri
Bengaluru, India R. S. Deshpande
Mahashivaratri
February 2025
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s book enriches this discourse and scholarship and brings the unique
ontributions of MV Nadkarni, a noted economist and transdisciplinary thinker of
to the emerging field of well-being studies. It explores the multi-dimensional
practices, and movements for well-being at personal, interpersonal,
ate, and world levels. It goes beyond our conventional frames of
knowled .\L and discourse and focuses on new intimations and initiatives in
learning, knowledge, and well-being. Chapters of this volume strive to
cultivate visions and practices of planetary well being, dialoguing with the works
of Nadkarni as well as some bringing their related works on the theme.
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